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Building a Dream

Cleaving the White and Red Gems of
Meursault’s Domaine des Comtes Lafon

Dominique Lafon

It’s not unusual that a producer be best known for |
a particular wine style or even a single wine. Yet, it

continues to surprise me that the reds of Domaine des
Comtes Lafon have been so precisely cleaved from the
status of the domaine’s whites in the minds of many
wine lovers.

The whites of Dominique Lafon, the estate’s winemaker

since 1984, are indeed magnificent. Moreover, it’s
understandable that many would most closely associate
a domain based in Meursault with Chardonnay. After

all, Meursault is almost exclusively a white wine !

appellation. Only 7.4% of its vineyards are planted to
Pinot Noir, and two of its red Premier Cru appellations
aren’t even called Meursault. Rather they take the names
of the neighboring hamlet of Blagny or the village of
Volnay. Then, there’s the Les Héritiers du Comtes Lafon
label Dominique started in the Méaconnais in 1999 that
makes exclusively whites. No doubt, the emphasis on
white wines is heavy at Comtes Lafon.

Nonetheless, thanks to Dominique’s great-grandmother
Marie’s inheritance, the domaine’s four red wine
terroirs have been with it since his great-grandfather,
Jules, founded it. (Additional vines were purchased

later in two of those appellations.) Yet somehow, !

Dominique’s exquisitely crafted Pinot Noirs —
particularly the trinity of Volnay Premier Crus - most
often appear as side stones. (The Monthélie Les
Duresses Premier Cru Rouge shines brilliantly when
faceted by Dominique but does not reach the higher
gem grading of the Volnays.)
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Any of the Volnay trio could be set as a solitaire, but
the Volnay-Santenots du Milieu (which lies in the

commune of Meursault) is the most coveted. This
Santenots is a benchmark not only for the domaine but

also for the appellation, as Comtes Lafon owns half of
it. Comparatively, the domaine’s holdings in Volnay
¢ Champans and Volnay Clos des Chénes are tiny at
0.52 and 0.38 respectively. Additionally, Champans
hosts the domaine’s oldest vines; over two-thirds were
planted in 1922, and the wine’s heft and concentration
are distinguishing. The Clos des Chénes was entirely
i replanted in 1974, and it always engages with superb
freshness and vivacity.

The tricky bit about wondering aloud about these
. elusive gems is that collectors eventually will catch
on. So, before Dominique’s Pinot Noirs become
as popular as his Chardonnays, do scoop up those
you can find! Given the climatologically rough
weather (hail and frost in particular) in the Cote de
i Beaune in the last seven vintages, you might have
to look around a bit for the wines. For example, in
2016 — the vintage now coming onto the market,
Dominique made 30 barrels (including Monthélie)
. rather than 100 of Pinot Noir. But rest assured that
whether you’re looking for a Wednesday night wine
or something to take to the now-famous Burgundian
party called the Paulée of Meursault (revived

i by Jules Lafon in 1923), you certainly won’t be
disappointed by the Pinot Noirs of the Domaine des
Comtes Lafon.
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Christy Canterbury is a Master of Wine, journalist (short-listed for a 2014 Roederer Writers’ Award),
speaker and judge based in NYC. She now also buys for Zachys in New York, Washington, DC and Hong
Kong. Previously, Christy directed corporate restaurant beverage programs for Smith & Wollensky and

Jean-Georges Vongerichten.
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